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Why Russia’s richest woman
is backing Sadiq Khan

CHUETNLA, FLAREN. TOM

The two unlikely bedfeliows are looking to revolutionise

London’s primary schools, Olenka Hamilton fineds out how:

Darcey Buzsed] joanne MoCartney, Sodig Khan and Yelena Boturing toking o seife with
Pupits

Self-made multi-ballionaire businessowoman and philanthropasi
Yolna Batunna is supporting a new education progect for primany
sehool childnen in London in conpunction with the Mayors Fumd for

oo amd the Grester London .'||.|||:h||ril}

Batnrine, whose think tank BE OPEN s behimd the collalboration,
joined Mayor Sadig Khan at City Tall yesterday to announee the
launch of London Cumeulum. The progect aims o ennch children’s
learming expenenoes by allowing them to explore London’s cultuml
arsed histivreal hl.'ril.q;.:r. .gllql! IHI.I!iI\ sl 1 SOl ;11'i|:||.u'1. sihunals eTiEds ::“

33 London boroughs ane expecting to reap the benefits

London Curmeulum’s inasgural activities are themed aroumd the
capitals underground spaces, and children from 30 pamany schools
will pilot the progect which wall take them on tours of hidden mvers,
dungeons, wartime bunkers and Roman [louses, and introduee them

London Undenground's art and poctry programmies.

Wi hinve comcucted similar cvents in Moseow, and in sprnt they wene
very samilar o the work of the Mayors Fund. 1 seems natarsd for us
o ke part in the event with the Mayors Fond as it shares the same
Bileues an BE OPEXN] said Baturina, who waes prasaxl by the Mayor at
the cvent, which induded a performance of Richand Frostk’s
Saltwalter by the Mass Chaldnns Choir and an appearanec by Strctly

star Darvey Baesscll

Our history and culture = a truly ghobal one,
sty whind Betber way for primarny school
chibidren o keamn, than dincetly from Londons
s, art gallerios and other Becinating
mstitutions. | lug: thanks to Yelena Baturina
andd BE OPEN - their ineroclibabe supgsort for

the Lomdon Curmcadum truhy shows that

Londlon &5 open, as over, o ideas from anoond

the workd, =] Khan

Heaturima, whes in 2000 sl Inteen, the imestment and constrictson
CisrIjaiTy shwe foiiscked i 19991, s Migsenas fachv=d wosan afd
Lamanhuend BE OPEN 1m0 2002 |'||'|'|'| nerrise anid umbosek ereativ
andd artstie Ldent amongg children and young people. They onganse

rxhibiterns, talks and mwarndks miermatsonadby

Whitle 1 was workinme in basiness, we came seross s bt of destgners
and erentiave poople, and 5t was dear that g% oflen very difficult. for the
yosumg (o suevoesl. Wee diseoverosd that scovplod ariists produe
amaimeg ant Bt do net allow youngs tabent to devebop. And this was
when wae eheeicked] to help younge desiniens s that the objoets they

(= I‘l:'ll LR b i Il.t I!l\.' W L"-1t.|JI.1ﬁ"| I .- '\-I'll' ‘\-I.i'.!.

Haturina, who says she herself s from o ‘|mple workang, dass fumily]
was supporing creativity, edueation, sport and the ans even bofore
BE OPFFN was comoemadl ‘1 think that any work that enabdos young
peogee o fulfil themsehas s very satesfnng and projgeets into the
Tt sbwe saried. Whille ber imvobaanent with the Mainoes Fund wall

continue, she s now working on coapalimg & workd mting of design

andd ereative mstibutions around the waorkd.

Ohur plans for BE OPEN ane abways Fsrwand looking amd swery

ambtimes. We hinas a rather clear plan for whst we ine grsing o do

the fulture <he sascl,




